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LOCHRANZA CENTRE CASE STUDY

Reason for Visit
St Peter’s School in York wanted to take up to 
30 A-Level Geography pupils on a field study trip 
that would provide exposure to as wide a range 
of study topic areas as possible. Recent changes 
to the specification now require pupils to conduct 
an individual fieldwork investigation from a topic 
within the syllabus, such as coasts, rivers, glaciers, 
settlements and tourism, and so were looking for a 
centre that had easy access to as many of these as 
possible.

Field Study Experience

The field trip began with Lochranza Centre’s 
curriculum based activities that provide pupils with 
a taster across all of the areas of study. Based 
on their exposure to this uniquely concentrated 
environment they can then select their own area of 
interest and devise their own course work for the 

rest of the trip. All the locations were easily reached 
on foot from the centre using data collection 
equipment, including GIS software provided by the 
Centre. Some of the pupils forgot their waterproofs 
and kit and the centre has plenty of spare available.

Benefits of Lochranza Centre

The centre’s unique location gives the pupils a 
concentrated period of field work where they 
are can gain first-hand experience of the distinct 
locations. The Centre’s experienced tutors and 
staff have all the bases covered, and it runs 
like clockwork, maximising the time available 
to accelerate the pupils academic study well 
beyond anything that would be achievable in other 
locations. The setting is truly magnificent and the 
experience of being there together enriches this 
memorable experience for the pupils. 

Miss E C Ullstein - Head of Geography 
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